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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


For the latest news, go to tampabay.com/coronavirus 


DeSantis raises 
emergency level 


The designation puts the outbreak on the same ranking as 
an approaching hurricane and activates operations centers. 


Focus 
shifts 
before 
Fla. vote 


Coronavirus fears 
and Biden’s surge 
have drastically 

changed the race. 


BY STEVE CONTORNO 
Times Political Editor 

Florida Democrats will pick 
their choice of a presidential 
nominee Tuesday with one can- 
didate plainly ahead, both cam- 
paigns almost entirely sidelined 
and a global pandemic seizing 
U.S. markets. 

Former Vice President Joe 
Biden’s hot streak and the fast- 
spreading coronavirus dramat- 
ically changed this race in the 
days leading up to Tuesday’s pri- 
mary. Vermont Sen. Bernie Sand- 
ers has vowed to fight on after 
a second week of devastating 
losses, but his comeback strategy 
has been unquestionably altered 
by the outbreak. 

Fears of contagion at large 
events have forced Sanders to 
shelve his most effective polit- 
ical weapon: energetic rallies 
that can draw thousands of 
supporters. He has no planned 
appearances in Florida, the 
state with the most delegates at 
stake — 219 — of the four Tues- 
day primaries. At last check, 
the campaign was deciding 
whether to hold smaller events 
featuring high-profile Sanders 
surrogates. 

Biden has canceled his public 
events in the state, too, includ- 
ing rallies in Tampa and one in 
Miami on Monday. The AFL-CIO 
also nixed a presidential forum 
on labor issues in Orlando due 
to the virus. Biden and Sanders 
were supposed to attend. 

Ione Townsend, chairwoman 
of the Hillsborough County 
Democratic Party, said a cam- 
paign without candidates is a 
“whole new ballgame” that puts 
See PRIMARY, 9A 


Comparing Biden, 
Sanders votes 


Both have taken sides in some of 
the most consequential and con- 
troversial legislation in a genera- 
tion. A look at where they differed 
or collaborated. 9A 


BY LAWRENCE MOWER 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 
TALLAHASSEE — Gov. Ron DeSan- 
tis conceded Saturday that there was 
evidence of wider contamination of the 
coronavirus in Florida while announc- 
ing the suspension of all visits to nurs- 
ing homes, assisted living facilities and 
similar sites across the state. 
With a sharp uptick in cases overnight, 
DeSantis raised Florida’s emergency level 
to a “1” — the same level as an approach- 


ing hurricane. The designation triggers 
24/7 staffing of the state’s emergency 
operations center to respond. 

Previously, visitors were screened at 
nursing homes, assisted living facilities, 
adult family care homes, long term care 
facilities and adult group homes. 

Now, visitation is being stopped out- 
right for the next 30 days to protect the 
most vulnerable, although exceptions 
will be made for “compassionate visita- 
tion,” DeSantis said. 


Also Saturday, Florida officials 
announced the discovery of 25 more 
coronavirus-infected patients, the larg- 
est number announced since the virus 
was found in Florida on March 1. The 
state announced the third and fourth 
Floridians to die from the flu-like ill- 
ness, a 68-year-old Orange County 
woman who traveled to Asia and had 
been tested in California, and a 77-year- 
old from Lee County, which was not 
See FLORIDA, 7A 


OCTAVIO JONES | Times 


Trinity Cafe volunteers in Tampa would normally pray by holding hands, but since the coronavirus 
pandemic is ongoing they are choosing to touch elbows before serving food. 


Some volunteers stay home 


The homeless and those dedicated to 
helping them look for ways to cope. 


BY CHRISTOPHER O’DONNELL 
Times Staff Writer 


TAMPA — Kevin Cosme doesn’t have a TV or a cell 
phone, but he’s heard talk about a disease that’s got 


people concerned. 


Homeless for the past 10 years, Cosme sat Thursday 
evening under a cinderblock shelter at Borrell Park on 
Nebraska Avenue with about a dozen other men and 


women. Some passed around a clove cigarette. 


He wasn’t familiar with the term “coronavirus,” or 


how it spreads. Even if he wanted to wash his hands 


more often, gas station attendants usually throw him 
out before he can reach the bathroom, he said. 
“Tt makes me worried a lot,” he said. “I don’t know 


how to try and fight it.” 
Cosme’s one regular meal comes from Trinity Café, a 


food kitchen run by Feeding Tampa Bay. The nonprofit 


tions. 
See HOMELESS, 6A 


serves about 500 people every day in two Tampa loca- 


Testing 
is Still 
denied 
to most 


Floridians concerned 
about a cough don’t 
generally meet the 
criteria to be tested. 


BY ZACHARY T. SAMPSON, 
ALLISON ROSS AND KAVITHA SURANA 
Times Staff Writers 


Phoebe hadn’t paid much atten- 
tion to the news until her grand- 
mother began to cough up blood. 

A week earlier, the 81-year-old 
had been doing yardwork. Now 
she could barely breathe. 

At Brandon Regional Hospital, 
tubes swirled from her body. Doc- 
tors said she had sepsis, second- 
ary pneumonia and an infected 
mass of pus on her lungs. 

Phoebe, 24, just wanted to 
know: Could it be coronavirus? 

The doctors, she remembers, 
said they could not test for it. 


President Donald Trump 
said there would be a coronavi- 
rus test for every American who 
wanted one. 

The reality in Florida, the third- 
biggest state in the country, is a 
knotty and convoluted health 
care system in which only peo- 
ple who meet specific criteria get 
atest. Others are left wondering. 
See TESTING, 7A 


PANDEMIC UPDATES 


Staying away for the love of 
Dad: A Times staff writer, who vis- 
its her father every day at his long- 
term care facility, reveals how 
hard it is for her and him not to be 
able to do so. Local & State, 6B 


Cruise connection: It's nowhere 
near China, but over the past two 
weeks, the Nile River seems to 
have been a major source of coro- 
navirus in the state. Why is that? 
Local & State, 1B 


Trump tests negative: Sean P. 
Conley, a Navy commander and 
osteopathic doctor assigned to 
Trump, says a test taken by the 
president shows he is not infected 
by the coronavirus. Pandemic, 4A 


Floridians can survive the next 
recession: If we are headed for 

a recession, it won't be like 2007- 
2008 because household balance 
sheets are stronger than before, 
writes columnist Graham Brink. 
Business, 1D 


IN LOCAL & STATE 


IN LOCAL & STATE 


Newspaper carriers a 
key link with readers 
They connect our journalism to 
Times readers, but despite their 
hard work there is a shortage 

of drivers to deliver the paper, 
writes executive editor Mark 
Katches. 1B 


IN BUSINESS 
Colombia tilapia has 
a taste of St. Pete 


Alocal firm accounts for about 
a third of all imports into the 
United States. Business, 1D 


Legislature goes into 
coronavirus overtime 


Florida’s legislative leaders suc- 
cumb to the contagious scourge 
and revamp their budget, then 
schedule an overtime session to 
finish their financial work. 1B 


IN LOCAL & STATE 
Tampa hopes to rise 


above the tide 


The city is studying how to make 
its stormwater system handle 
rising sea levels. 1B 
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Deprived of gender, dignity 


Karla Bello’s jail experience 
in Pinellas County is a common 
one for transgender inmates. 


BY KATHRYN VARN 
Times Staff Writer 

Karla Bello lost more than her freedom when she 
entered the Pinellas County jail. She lost herself. 

When the 37-year-old transgender woman was 
booked on a charge stemming from unpaid traffic fines, 
she told a jail worker she was a woman. She had started 
transitioning in her early 30s. 

But she was strip-searched by male deputies and 
placed in a male cellblock. Deputies called her “sir.” 

She couldn’t wear her hair extensions or makeup, 
nor did she have access to her hormone medication 
— the basics she needed to treat a medical condition 
called gender dysphoria. It can occur when one’s gender 
doesn’t align with their sex assigned at birth. 

See INMATE, 10A 


Warmth continues 


8a.m. Noon 
69° 79° 

0% chance of rain 

More, back page of Sports 


DOUGLAS R. CLIFFORD | Times 
Karla Bello was put in male housing at the Pinellas County jail, where 
she says she was misgendered and treated poorly. 
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